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What’s Up
with Knowledge?

David Weinberger
Harvard Berkman Center
March, 2006
at
The IA Summit
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1. We’ve organized ideas using the 
same principles for organizing things.

2. The digitizing of information enables 
us to invent new principles.

3.The new principles affect knowledge’s 
structure and authority.
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Something is going on
with knowledge
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Data

Information

Knowledge
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Data Information Knowledge Wisdom
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Same for all
     One
     Independent of knower 
     Outlasts us
     Orderly

Properties of Knowledge
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Doesn't matter who says it
Some apples are red
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Bigger than we are
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Ordnung
Taxonomie

Wirbellose Tiere

Pflanzen

Belebte Dinge

Wirbeltiere

Reptilien Voegel

Tiere

Saeuger
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Probleme mit  Wissen» «
Voegel
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Probleme mit  Wissen» «
Voegel
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Probleme mit  Wissen» «
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Erste Ordnungsebene
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Zweite Ordnungsebene
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Dritte Ordnungsebene?

What can you do easily digitally
that the real world makes really hard?
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1. Leaf on many branches

Photographic
Equipment

Sale
Items

Graduation
Gifts

Active 
Lifestyles

Computer
Equipment

Casio 
Products

Travel
Equipment
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2. Messiness as a virtue

Jane's
Weblog

Online
Review

Maria's
Weblog

Electronics
Discussion

Photo
Profs

Casio's
Weblog

Design Mailing 
List
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3. Unowned order
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Tags in Blogs

<a href="http://technorati.com/tag/weizenbaum" rel="tag">
Weizenbaum

</a>

http://technorati.com/tag/weizenbaum
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Users are contributors
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Labels vs. Tags
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Labels vs. Tags
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“The inability of folksonomies to 
handle equivalence, hierarchy, and 
other semantic relationships cause 
them to fail miserably at any 
significant scale.”
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1. We’ve organized ideas using the 
same principles for organizing things.

2. The digitizing of information enables 
us to invent new principles.

3.The new principles affect knowledge’s 
structure and authority.
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Thank you

    Slides adopted from David Weinberger 
Home: www.Evident.com

www.mprove.de/script/06/gcupa/tagging.html

http://www.Evident.com/

